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Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Morrison 

Song of Solomon 8:7 (KJV)

“Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a 
man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be 

contemned.”



Looking into the Mirror of God’s Word 

We are  created  in  the  image  of  God  (Genesis  1:27).  As 
sinners  saved by grace,  we are a  ‘new creation in  Christ 

Jesus’ (2 Corinthians 5:17). We are the children of God (1 John 3:1). We 
are made for community. We are social beings. Our identity guides our 
habits and choices. It determines how we interact with others in the world 
around us. 

The Connections  

The child of God interacts with God. We are called to ‘love the Lord our God 
with all our hearts…’ (Luke 10:27). What God thinks of us is important. God 
takes delight in His children as they live for Him. Our happiness and our 
contentment  as  the  children  of  God  depend  on  the  quality  of  our 
relationship with God. The child of God interacts with others. We are called 
‘to love our neighbour as ourselves’ (Galatians 5:14).  We are to think of 
others more than ourselves. We care for each other. We respect each 
other. What other people think of us is important. Our happiness depends 
on the quality of our relationship with others. It is also surely true that the 
happiness of others is, to a certain degree, dependent on our relationship 
with them. 

Our great example is the Lord Jesus. He knew who He was. His sonship 
expressed itself in his interaction with others. He delighted in doing the 
things that were pleasing to God. He brought joy and happiness to other 
people as he interacted with them.

The Confusion  

However, we can become confused regarding our identity. We mistakenly 
allow things external to us to become the sources that define our identity. 
These sources become our reference points instead of the Word of God. 
The source may be the people around us. The source may be the use of 
technology and especially the use of social media. Whatever the sources 
are, they begin to reshape our perceptions of life, of faith, and personal self-
awareness.  They affect our mindset, our self-worth, and our self-esteem.

Comparison with the sources around us becomes a cruel master. We are 
led into the room of self-examination where the sources act like mirrors in 
which we examine ourselves. We look into the mirrors, one after another, 
we don’t like what we see, the positive things that shape our identity are



lost to us, and all we see are the negatives. In the words of John Piper, 
reflecting on the ministry of C.H. Spurgeon, and the criticism he received – 
‘the horrible feeling begins to break over you that you don’t know who you 
are anymore. The centre is not holding’ (21 Servants of Joy, page 747). For 
the preacher like Spurgeon, Piper says the question is, ‘how can I preach 
on Sunday?’ For the Christian, the question is ‘how can I possibly be a 
Christian?’  

The Correction 

What corrective action can we take to rediscover our 
identity as the children of God? The answer is to turn 
away from the mirrors that create the confusion and turn 
to the mirror of  the Word of  God (James 1:23).  The 
answer is in a life focussed on the Lord Jesus Christ in the Gospel. The 
assurance of who we are derives from Jesus Christ as we look to Him – “we 
all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the 
Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18) (NKJV). We need to engage with 
God regularly in His Word to maintain our sense of belonging to Him. We do 
so in a special way when we gather in the public worship of God. Let’s keep 
taking that necessary step of gathering with the people of God to secure the 
contentment and joy of knowing our identity in Christ. 

(Rev) Callum Macleod

  
 

Congratulations

It was the happiest of occasions on Friday 24th July 
2026 when Mairianne and David Morrison were 
married in our church. We congratulate them on their 



marriage and pray that they will know God's richest blessings as they 
begin this new chapter of life together. May their home be filled with love, 
joy, and peace in the years to come.
Congratulations to Aaron and Eve on their recent engagement. Aaron 
has recently joined our church as a member, and we are delighted for 
them both. We pray that they will know God's guidance, peace, and 
richest blessing as they make plans for 
their wedding and prepare for married life 
together.

Many Congratulations to Tina and Angus 
Campbell who celebrated 70 years of 
marriage. Angus is an elder in our church, 
and they have both been faithful in 
supporting the church and the courts for as long as their health allowed. 
The Congregation wanted to mark the occasion by gifting them this 
beautiful garden pot. 

   Fridays at the Free 

Interview with Elaine Macmillian

 I started by asking Elaine how it all began?



Elaine has been involved since the initiative first began in 2023. At that 
time, the focus was on creating a warm and welcoming space where 
people could come together, connect with others, and enjoy 
companionship. The Warm Space initiative was due to the cost of living 
crisis and increased social isolation/loneliness post-Covid?
Originally launched as a warm space initiative, it soon became known as 
Fridays at the Free and was initially held once a month in the MA Hall. 
Due to growing demand and increasing 
attendance, it quickly expanded to take place 
on the first and third Friday of every month.

 What happens on Fridays at the Free?
Elaine explained that a dedicated team of 
volunteers works on a rota basis to prepare 
soup, sandwiches, tea, and coffee, all of which 
are provided free of charge. Volunteers are also 
available throughout the session, serving 
refreshments, chatting with guests, and helping 
to create a friendly and relaxed atmosphere. 
Most 
people stay for one to two hours, enjoying both the food and the 
company.

The sessions are particularly valued by parents 
and carers, who can build meaningful 
relationships with others in the community. Many 
young children attend with their parents, enjoying 
the chance to play and socialise with other 
children in a safe environment.

As friendships and relationships develop 
with those who attend regularly, 
opportunities naturally arise for deeper 
conversations about faith and the Gospel. 
The welcoming atmosphere helps people 
feel comfortable within a church setting and 
encourages a sense of connection and 
belonging. At Christmas, guests are also 
given a gift along with a message sharing 
the hope of the Christmas story.

 What are the benefits of running an Activity like this?



Elaine explained that the benefits are significant, both for those who 
attend and for the wider community. Fridays at the Free provides a 
welcoming environment where people can connect with others, helping to 
reduce loneliness and social isolation. Many attendees develop lasting 
friendships and find a sense of belonging that may be missing elsewhere 
in their lives.
The initiative also offers practical support through the provision of food, 
baby items, and toiletries, helping individuals and families who may be 
facing financial pressures. For parents and carers, it creates opportunities 
to meet others, share experiences, and build supportive relationships 
within the community.
Elaine highlighted that, over time, trust is built through regular contact and 
genuine care. This opens doors for meaningful conversations, pastoral 
support, and opportunities to share the Christian faith in a natural and 
welcoming way. By creating a safe and inclusive space, Fridays at the 
Free demonstrates the church's commitment to serving the local 
community and showing God's love in practical action.

Overall, the activity strengthens community 
connections, improves wellbeing, and helps 
people feel valued, supported, and 
welcomed. There are always opportunities 
for new people to get involved and become 
part of the Fridays at the Free team. Thank 
you to Elaine for taking the time to share 
your insights and experiences of Fridays at 
the Free.

Holiday Club 2026 

 During the last week of July, our Holiday Club welcomed 
just under 100 children for 5 days of fun, games, drama, snacks, crafts, 
songs, while looking at some of the Junior Heroes in the Bible, children 
who did big things for God. We had a brilliant time at Superhero HQ, 
looking at some of the Armour of God from Ephesians 6, and learning our 
memory verse from Proverbs 3v5.... “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart; and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. On our final 
day, we enjoyed being on 3 different bouncy castles on the church lawn, 
(sorry, Roddy) and having a tour around the church, before having a huge 
lunch together with the children, families and leaders. There were around 
45 people who helped in the hall during the club, as well as 15 junior 
helpers, and many, many more folk behind the scenes that week and in 



the weeks and months before, and we are so grateful to everyone. Our 
thanks go to the Lord for providing for and protecting us during the week, 
and we pray that His Word would be blessed to every child and family 
who attended. Save the date for Christmas Club on Saturday 12th 
December!

More pics on the back page.

Thank you from Kenny I Macleod 
I'd like to take this opportunity of thanking 
you as a congregation for your wonderful 
support in prayer throughout my recent 

surgery and recovery (despite the setbacks)
I've been overwhelmed with the prayer support, 
messages, texts, cards that have so encouraged me, 
Dolly and the family in my recent illness.
Throughout it all, I have enjoyed God's perfect peace. I 
can honestly say, I was no more apprehensive waiting 
to go into theatre than if I was waiting to board a bus. Going to the pulpit 
each Lord’s Day presented a far greater challenge than heading for my 
operation.
It's a wonderful privilege to be upheld in prayer by the church family, and 
anyone who has experienced that, as I know many of you have, will 
testify to the blessings received.
I'd appreciate your ongoing prayer support, as I've been informed by the 
surgeon that it was stage 3 cancer, and that I now must undergo 6 
months of chemotherapy, as there are still markers, though everything 
was removed. I was told that I'd be monitored for 2 years, and if there are 
no markers, then I'll be clear. It was obviously more serious than I'd 
understood.
May God bless all of you and your loved ones.
Love and sincere thanks
Kenny

 

Contacts 



Introducing the Current Vacancy Committee 



Congregational BBQ at Coll Centre

On Saturday 5th September, many of our congregation and 
others gathered at the Coll Centre for a wonderful afternoon 
of fellowship, fun, and food. It was encouraging to see so 

many people of all ages coming together to enjoy each other's company 
in such a relaxed and happy atmosphere. The weather was kind, allowing 
everyone to take full advantage of the outdoor activities. There was plenty 
of fun and games for both children and adults, with lots of laughter and 
friendly competition throughout the afternoon. It was a joy to see families 
spending time together and new friendships being formed.

Of course, no church gathering would be 
complete without food, and the BBQ did not 
disappoint. A delicious selection of burgers, 
sausages, and refreshments was enjoyed by 
all. The highlight for many, however, was the 
impressive array of home baking generously 
provided by members of the congregation. 
From cakes and traybakes to scones and 
biscuits, there was something to tempt every 
taste, and everything was thoroughly 
appreciated. The Chefs! 

Events such as these remind us of the 
importance of fellowship and the blessing of 
belonging to a church family. We are grateful to everyone who helped 
organise the BBQ, prepared food, baked treats, set up tables, and 
assisted with the various activities. Your hard work helped make the day 
such a success.

We thank God for a memorable day of friendship, fun, and fellowship, and 
we look forward to gathering again for future congregational events.

"How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity!" 
Psalm 133:1



 

An evening with 
award-winning 

author and speaker Kate 
Nicholas

Kate Nicholas is an award-winning author, journalist and speaker whose 
extraordinary journey through advanced breast cancer has inspired 
thousands of people across the UK and beyond. Before becoming an 
author, Kate spent more than thirty years as a national current affairs 
journalist and magazine editor, writing for publications including The 
Independent and The Observer, serving as editor-in-chief of PRWeek, 
appearing regularly on BBC, ITV and Sky News, and later leading global 
communications for the international Christian charity World Vision. When 
Kate was diagnosed with incurable Stage IV breast cancer in 2014, her 
life changed forever. God's faithfulness through illness, uncertainty and 
unanswered questions. Drawing on the Psalms and her own experience, 
she shares a message that is both honest about suffering and full of 
hope. Whether you are living with cancer, supporting someone who is, 
questioning where God is in difficult times, or simply looking for 
encouragement, this promises to be an inspiring and thoughtful evening.

Venue: MA MacLeod Memorial Hall

Date: Friday 2 October 2026

Time: 7.30pm

Hosted by Stornoway Christian Bookshop



        "Superheroes: Ordinary People, Extraordinary God"
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