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Isaiah 43:19 “See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 

perceive it”  

Just as the earth awakens after winter, this Scripture reminds us that God 

is always at work—bringing life, hope, and transformation even in places 

that once felt barren. 

 

 



 

Being the New Testament Church  

It is my privilege to be appointed to serve you as your Interim 

Moderator as we go forward together in the work of the gospel.  Our duty 

and aim is to strive together to be a healthy congregation modelled in the 

New Testament church of Acts 2:42-47. It is the New Testament 

characteristics of the church, brought out in the life of the church in its 

challenges, that confirm our genuineness as an established group of the 

people of God. In this article, I want to focus on three of these 

characteristics.  

First, the healthy New Testament church is marked by faithful gospel 

preaching. The ‘apostles’ teaching’ (Acts 2:42) was at the very centre of the 

life of the church since its formation. Faithful preaching is the exposition of 

God's Word. We encounter God in it. It opens to us the glory of Christ as 

Saviour. It draws us into the drama of redemption. And by the work of the 

Spirit of God in our hearts, it brings us into living and meaningful 

participation in God’s kingdom. We are blessed with a faithful gospel 

ministry. We are praying that God would provide us again with the team 

model of ministry, with a Minister and an assistant Minister, which has 

served the congregation so well in the past.  

 

Secondly, the people of a healthy New Testament church are marked by a 

hunger for the gospel. The disciples “devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and the fellowship” (Acts 2:42). We find that the church of Christ 

has an appetite for the gospel and a hunger for the doctrines of the Word 

of God. A good appetite is retained with the combination of nutritional 

strategies, lifestyle adjustments, and, in some cases, addressing 

underlying health factors. A healthy appetite for the 

gospel requires everyday choices as we develop 

and maintain good practice in our personal Bible 

reading and prayer, in our attendance in the public 

worship of God, and in our personal and corporate 

prayer life. We are praying for constant and faithful 

attendance in our Sunday services and our Prayer 

Meetings as we pray for God’s kingdom to come.  

 

 



Thirdly, the New Testament church is marked by healthy relationships. The 

disciples “were together and had all things in common” (Acts 2:44). The 

bond of fellowship which unites all Christians is based on our common faith 

and our union with the Lord Jesus as our Saviour. The primary New 

Testament image for the fellowship that we share is the image of a body 

and its members. The Church is the body of Christ and He himself is its 

Head (Ephesians 4:15-15). The church’s existence is held together in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. He is the source of the church’s life; He is the mainspring 

of its activity; He is centre of its unity.  

We are all members of His body. The body is ‘held together by every joint 

with which it is equipped’. We have an essential part to play in the unity of 

the church. We have a Spirit-given role in the life and ministry of the church. 

We have a responsibility for each other’s’ development and maturity – 

“when each part is working properly, it makes the body grow so that it builds 

itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:16). We are praying for the cohesion, 

cooperation, consistency, and corporate unity which the New Testament 

demands of Christ’s church wherever she is found.  

Let us go forward together in the service of the Lord Jesus, living according 

to God’s model for the Church, and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and exhibiting the biblical standards of behaviour that confirm the 

genuineness of our faith and of our love.   

Callum Macleod 

 

Farewell to Mairianne Campbell 
 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 28th December 2025 we gathered in the MA Hall for 

a Congregational get together where we had some lovely treats 

to eat and a quiz. We said farewell to Mairianne who had been 

in her role for 16 years, we acknowledge with gratitude the 

commitment and professionalism she has shown throughout 

her time with us 



 Her leadership, her care for 

others, and her willingness to 

serve have made a meaningful 

impact on the life of this church. 

We extend our heartfelt 

appreciation for her 

contributions and wish her every 

blessing as she moves into the 

next chapter of her journey. 

Abigail Poke presented 

Mairianne with gifts and flowers 

from the congregation. Abigail 

commented that she was born in 

the year that Mairianne had 

taken up her post and has 

always had a close relationship 

with her since.   

Communion Fellowship 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

The February Communions brought a large crowd to the Congregational 

Fellowship. The ministers shared personal testimonies, reflecting on how 

the Lord had led each of them into ministry. Rev. Alasdair Macleod offered 

one simple but profound piece of advice for us all: to read something about 

Jesus in the Bible every day, alongside our daily devotions. 



 

Over 55 Fellowship  

 

At a recent gathering of the over 55 Fellowship, there were a panel of 

professionals from various services on the island. Peggy Mackay from 

Western Isles Community Care Forum, (WICCF) Johnathan Maciver Legal 

advisor, Isbel Macdonald Manager of Taigh Shiphoirt and two health 

professionals from Western Isles Hospital. The panel gave an overview of 

their roles in each service. This was an interesting and informative 

afternoon.   

 

Scaladale Trip Written by Jonathan Maciver 

On 13th to 14th March, we took a group of 17 from the Bible 
class to Scaladale. The aim of the weekend was to build on 
the existing relationships already established. Three leaders 

from the Stornoway congregation and Andrew Macaulay from Back Free 
Church kindly assisted. The activities included a 5-hour hill walk, a proper 
slog with horizontal rain climbing a cumulative total height more than the 
Clisham. The young people really dug in and did so well in difficult 
conditions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
We had two youth- led bible studies one on Friday and one on Saturday 
night. We are always amazed at how much the young people truly grasp 
the Word and how well they articulate themselves. The passages we 
focussed on required everyone to identify a key verse, why they chose it 
and then provide a short description of the central truth of the passage in 
their own words. Everyone spent time quietly studying the passages, 
making their own notes and then reporting back to the whole group. In 
addition, they took an application and prayer for them to put into practice 
from each passage. It's always encouraging to see young people studying 
the word and realising they can understand it for themselves. 
 
The usual hijinks took place. There is so much purpose in these 
residentials, and we are hugely grateful for everyone who prayed for it and 
continues to pray for the youth as well as those who contributed practically. 
Let's build on the work by ensuring the youth are always spoken to and 
welcomed to church, and that we invest in them. We need to have the 
young mix with older members so they can learn in fellowship and grow in 
faith. Let's go forward in faith. 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“A Life of Faith: In Conversation with Margaret 

Joan Macarthur’’  

I met with Margaret Joan Macarthur in her lovely sitting room 

on a quiet Saturday afternoon. I began by asking how long she had been 

part of Stornoway Free Church. She smiled and told me she has been a 

member for 50 years, though her earliest memories go back much further. 

She recalls being taken to church at just five years old, during the ministry 

of Rev. Kenneth MacRae, when the English services were held in the 

Seminary. She went on to say that there were a great many children 

attending Sunday School in those days. The only disappointment, she 

recalled with a smile, was that they never got a picnic—there were simply 

too many children for that to be possible. 

I then asked Margaret Joan about the changes she has witnessed over the 

years. She told me there have been many, but one of the most significant 

was when the English section of the congregation had to move from the 

Seminary to the Church on Kenneth Street. The number of people 

attending had grown so much that the Seminary could no longer 

accommodate them. She went on to say that after Rev Macrae, Rev. 

Macritchie became the minister, and with his arrival came several new 

developments in the life of the congregation. He began a Friday night Bible 

class in the Seminary, which attracted many people. Around the same time, 

some of the English-speaking elders started a Saturday night prayer 

meeting, and this too was well 

attended. Mrs Macritchie also played 

a significant role, starting a Saturday 

morning psalmody class for young 

people who wanted to learn the 

tunes of the psalms. 

Margaret Joan left Stornoway for 

Glasgow in 1959 to begin her nursing 

training. After qualifying in both 

general nursing and midwifery, she 

returned home to Lewis and took up 

a post in the maternity ward at the 

Lewis Hospital.  

 

 

 



She remained there for an impressive 37 years, serving  

generations of local families until her retirement. 

Margaret Joan continued to be part of the 

Stornoway congregation, and by this time Rev. 

Murdo Alex MacLeod was the minister, assisted 

by Rev. Robert Smith. She remembers this as a 

particularly blessed period in the life of the 

church. The English prayer meeting was now 

held on a Wednesday night, and the communion 

season remained a deeply important time, with 

many services to attend throughout the 

weekend. Margaret Joan recalls the church 

being so full that people would sit in the 

passageway—such was the desire to be in the 

Lord’s house. She continued to tell me that she 

has been under nine ministers in her life so far, 

all within the same church, and each one has 

brought their own gifts and strengths to the 

congregation. 

Finally, I asked Margaret Joan what she loves most about the church. She 

told me that one of her greatest joys is seeing all the children each Sunday 

morning as they file out to Sunday School. She also loves meeting with 

others and attending events in the MA Hall. But above all, she treasures 

hearing the Gospel preached every Sunday, and she is deeply thankful that 

she is still able to attend in person. 

Psalm 30  

I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast lifted me up, 

and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

 

Facing Open‑Heart Surgery: Courage, Care, 

and the Road to Recovery 

John Macdonald, Murdo Mackenzie, Iain Mackenzie, and others 

in our congregation have recently undergone open-heart surgery. This 

offers a glimpse into their journey — the challenges leading up to it and the 

recovery that followed. 



 Iain Mackenzie said:  

 Last year after having gone through many tests 

& scans I was admitted to the Golden Jubilee 

Hospital for what I thought would be another stent 

or two. After having had my angiogram, the 

surgeon came to my bed and told me that I 

required a quadruple bypass. This really took the 

wind out of my sails, I had not expected anything 

like this, and my soul plummeted and fear came 

in. That night in my hospital bed having received 

the news of bypass surgery, I took up my Bible as 

usual. 

It read: “For I will restore health unto thee, and I will heal thee of thy wounds, 

saith the LORD; ….” 

a17:30 Jeremiah  

 

I do not know how many patients are rejoicing going into theatre, but I was. 

I marvelled at the amazing skills of the cardiac surgeons & their teams, and 

I cannot thank them enough for everything they did for me. 

Recovery has had its various difficulties, and I am far from being out of the 

woods, but my God is faithful and He will see me through. 

There is another wonderful piece to my story. My flight was cancelled the 

day I was due to go down to Glasgow. I had to wait until the following week 

before getting my surgery. My Bible reading would have been totally 

different as a result & I wouldn’t have enjoyed the special comfort the Lord 

gave me through the verse in Jeremiah. 

 

 



 

John Macdonald said: 

On 18 August 2025, I underwent a triple bypass 

operation at the Golden Jubilee. This wasn’t a 

routine procedure—I had been invited to take part 

in the Protect Gene Therapy trial. After discussing 

it with Mairie and our children, I agreed to 

participate. 

When the time came to go to theatre, I felt 

unusually calm. There was a real sense of peace 

around me, strengthened by the many texts and 

prayers sent from home. One nurse even said to 

me, “The Lord will be with you and you’re going to be ok.” 

After the operation, I was very sick, as I don’t cope well with anaesthetic. 

Eventually I came round and was told the surgery had gone well and the 

trial had been successful. Despite the difficulty, it was a blessed time. I was 

so aware of the Lord’s people praying for both me and Mairie. My recovery 

has been amazing and although there are days, I am tired and sore, the 

quality of life I have is so much better than before.  

The care I received was truly exceptional, and I am grateful for the 

compassion shown by every member of the medical staff. Looking back, I 

realise how important the support from loved ones and the encouragement 

from my Christian friends was during those challenging days.   

 

Isaiah 43 v2 ………when you pass through the waters I will be with you and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you when you walk through the 
fire you shall not be burned and the flame shall not consume you.  
 

 

Murdo Mackenzie said: 

On September 4th I had a quadruple bypass after a heart attack revealed 

blocked arteries. I was stunned.  

The night before my operation, I listened to a church service that focused 

on Matthew 14:7, where Jesus walks on the water and Peter approaches 

Him. During this passage, Jesus speaks to Peter, saying, “Do not be 

afraid.” The words of encouragement I received brought me genuine 

reassurance and did much to soothe my anxieties about the procedure that 



lay ahead. While preparing for the operation, I 

was struck by the thought that, in many ways, 

Chrisanne and the rest of the family were 

enduring a greater burden than I was. Their 

worries and concerns for my wellbeing seemed 

to weigh more heavily on them, and I realised 

that, although I was facing surgery, they were 

left to cope with the uncertainty and fear that 

comes with waiting and watching a loved one 

go through such a trial. During recovery 

ChrissAnne was able to pray with members of 

the family which was a comfort to them all. My 

recovery has been gradual, and today I've been 

discharged by the cardiac nurse. What 

surprises me most about my surgery is that 

although I considered myself fit, it’s clear that 

things don't always go as we expect—sometimes it's about what life has in 

store for us. 

Psalm 107 v 30    
They were glad when it grew calm and he guided them to their desired haven. 
 
 
 

                              

General Assembly 2026 

The 2026 General Assembly will take place from Monday 18th to Thursday 21st 
May in St Columba’s Free Church, Edinburgh. 

 


